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L e a r n in g  N ew  T h in g s
By Jakota Ford
Learning new tflings can be a very exciting, yet scary experience. One o f tfie hardest tflings I've ever h a d to cCo was Cearn flaw 
to grow up. 'When I  was a child, I  h a d  to grow up a Cot sooner than the rest o f m y frien ds d id  I  became pregn an t at the age o f  
15. The m ain things I  fig u r e d  out during m y journey o f becoming an aduCt at the age o f 15 w ith a ch ild  are to m aintain a job, 
staying in school a n d  always doing w hat is best fo r  your chiCd
W hen Ifo u n d  out I  was pregnant I  rea lized  that I  w ould have to get a job. I  couldn't ju st get a sum m er jo b  a n d  bCow it o ff w hen  
school came around hike the rest o f m y frien d s could I  h a d  to m aintain the jo b  so I  could provide fo r  m y ch ild  I  fo u n d  out that 
there's not m any places that wiCC hire a teenager w ithout a (gBD or high school diploma, a n d  considering I  was s till in high 
school I  h a d  not yet received  either o f those. So, I  took w hat I  couldget at the tim e a n d  kept m y h ea d  up as I  fin ish e d  high 
school
Staying in school was probably one o f the biggest life lessons I  have (earnedgrowing up. W hile I  was hunting fo r  a jo b  I  rea lized  
that I  couldn't get very fa r  w ithout education, a n d  w ith a ch ild  on the way a ll I  could think about was I  good  job. Since I  fo u n d  
out that I  was pregnant I  have w an ted nothing more than to give m y daughter the life she deserved The life I  never h a d  So, I  
stuck to it, as there were good  a n d  b a d  times, a n d  I  fin a lly  graduated high school That was when I  knew I  h a d  to go to college 
a n d  better m yself so I  cou ld  give her everything she w an ted
JAnother one o f the biggest things I  have learned about growing up as a pregnant teenager, is always do whats best fo r  your 
child. N o  m atter w hat the circumstances, always do what w ill benefit your ch ild  'Because o f m y daughter I  have graduated  
high school enlisted in the Oklahoma N a tio n a l (guard, a n d  am  now in college. So many people these days start to believe that 
they cannot make it a n d  turn to drugs or down other wrong paths such as that.
Aside fro m  everything I  have been through, I  chose the p a th  I  took a n d  I  have made m y own decisions. I  believe that my 
daughter changed me fo r  the better a n d  every day I  live to better m yself fo r  her. yes, I  h a d  her at a very young age, but she 
has made me who I  am toddy a n d  I  am  so thankful she was p u t into m y life, (growing up is a very scary experience especially 
w hen your doing it w ith a ch ild  on your own, ju st rem em ber to always keep your hea d up.
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